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Upcoming Events
December 2nd - Saturday

Join the Englewood Chamber for a
holiday parade starting at Englewood
Parkway toward the Civic Center. The
theme this year is “Let it Snow.” After
the parade, enjoy a tree lighting
ceremony, music, hot cocoa, kids’
activities and more! EHPS will have
a float in the Holiday Parade and will
also serve hot cocoa & cookies after.
Interested in volunteering to help
with the float? or want to walk in the
parade? Contact Sharlene Barker at
shar@oohlalaevents.com

EHPS LECTURE SERIES:

There will not be a lecture in
December but will resume in January.
Please consider attending some of the
upcoming events! All lectures, unless
otherwise noted take place the last
Monday of the month at 2 locations.
FIRST: 2:30 pm at the Englewood
Public Library. SECOND: 6:30 pm
at the BOB, Brew on Broadway, 3445
S. Broadway.

January 29th - Monday

Custer, Truth and Myth: Who was he
really? with George Koukeas.

February 26th - Monday

Nickola Tesla with Matt Crabtree
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SPECIAL Thank You!
NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
Doug Hubka
Jarrett Family
Ray Ladewig
Marian Greenway
Julia Gray Keeler
Thank you for your support and for
helping us to continue our mission!

MEMORIAL PAVERS
Kay Howard had a dream. She
wanted to honor locals who served
in the military. Her vision included
a permanent monument at the new
high school. It includes the opportunity
for families, friends and businesses
to purchase paver stones which
surround the granite monument
remembering service personnel.
SPECIAL
Thank
You!
EHPS
has been given
the privilege
to take over the sale of the pavers.
There are a limited number of spaces
left. Please see the details on our
website or contact Paul Skizinski to
place your order.

Contact Us:

HistoricEnglewood.org
contact@historicenglewood.org

303-242-3257

Please like us on facebook!

Doug Cohn & Dave Paschal - Editors
Lindsey Runyan - Graphic Design
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Englewood Historic
Preservation Society
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To Preserve and share
Englewood’s history.

THE GOTHIC THEATER
Skerritt property, now Highway
285. The Gothic Theater was one of
Englewood’s central attractions.
George Perrin was the manager
until 1942. George was also the
amateur photographer who took the
majority of pictures of downtown
Englewood and recorded many
history making events and the
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The Gothic Theater was built in 1929
at 3264 South Broadway by architect
and builder Wilbert (Bert) Rosche.
The outside Gothic structure was
built after buildings in Europe and
with beautiful architecture inside
in the Deco Style of its time. It had
artistic plaster work on the walls
with ornate lighting on the walls

and in the balcony throughout, along
with a high sculptured ceiling. The
screen was tall and wide enough that
watching the curtain go up, use to
be an event in itself! Ushers led
patrons to their seats with a
flashlight. It had 766 roomy seats
and balcony seating. Hollywood’s
heydayof dramas, slapstick comedies,
westerns, newsreels and serials came
to Englewood through the Gothic
Theater. The price for a show was
twenty-five cents for adults and
ten cents for children. There was a
popcorn wagon pulled by a pony
parked in front of the Gothic that
sold candy, coke and popcorn for 5
cents. They also offered pony rides.
The popcorn machine was always
working and the smell was an
attraction. Popcorn, candy and coke
have always been part of the fare of all
theater goers.
The Gothic Theater also sponsored
the yearly Easter egg hunt for
children on the empty lot next to
the theater, across the street to the
East in an empty lot and in the park
at Hampden and Broadway on the
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parades over the years. The Gothic
Theater was leased by Tom Sullivan.
Sullivan was also president of the
First National Bank in Englewood
around 1933. The Gothic Theater was
successful for several decades only to
fall on hard times and into disrepair
in the 70 and 80s. It was used for live
concerts in 1990’s. Doug Kauffman
became the owner and in July 1992
announced investing $200,000
through Gothic Enterprises, Inc.
to transform the ageing building
to a high quality facility through
renovation. Plans were to make it an
assembly hall for concerts, seminars,
wedding receptions and private
catered parties by late fall of 1992,
but the building was sold again and
followed a different avenue of events;
particularly concerts and music
catered to the younger generation.
A side note: Any one who you would
talk to, who grew up in Englewood,
Sheridan or Littleton in the 40’s and
50’s, had a tie to the Gothic Theater.
They, no doubt, can remember an
event or have a story related to the
Gothic. High school kids liked to play

By Ida May Nicholl

pranks particularly from the balcony.
One story, I heard about, was the
pranksters would bring in some kind
of food like spaghetti in a bag and
then let it slip out of the bag and they
would act like they were vomiting
on the people below and then try to
run out of the theater without getting
caught. On occasion, those who
were caught before getting out of the
theater would be banned from movies
for a time.
After John and I were first married,
we lived within a few blocks of the
Gothic and would walk over twice a
week to see the movies. This was in
1955-56. The Gothic had two features
with a newsreel in between and the
movies changed twice a week. It
was a $1.00 to get in to see the two
features and 10 cent popcorn and 10
cent coke, so it cost us $2.40 for the
two of us or $4.80 for the week. I look
back now and cherish those times.
Another reason the Gothic was
special, John’s Uncle Bert was the
builder and architect of that beautiful
building. Bert Rosche, who was
from the East, married Margaret
Kephart, John’s mother’s sister. A
short time afterwards, Bert and
Margaret were married, they moved
back to Bert’s home where he had
better opportunities. Margaret found
opportunities, as well, to play in the
many available concert halls. She was
an extremely talented concert pianist.
Margaret’s music education began in
Englewood and then in Denver at the
famous List School of Music. To earn
the money to help pay for her music
lessons at the List School of Music
while still in high school, Margaret
taught Englewood children piano.
She graduated from Englewood High
School in 1924. I have her scrap books
of her concerts and very famous
people of that era, they are awesome.
It is another reason for Englewood to
have a museum.

THE DAY I FELL IN LOVE WITH COLORADO HISTORY

was not for sports teams.
It was spectacular! The students
at Central High were very gracious.
They fed us lunch and gave us the
tour. We saw the face on the barroom
floor. Then, they took us to the opera
house and the glory hole. (The glory
hole is the big open pit gold mine just
outside the town). Millions of dollars
were taken out of that hole. We walked
around and saw lots of old buildings
and met lots of interesting people. I fell
in love with Colorado history that day.
What an amazing day!
I began to read about the gold rush.
I found out it started right here in
Englewood when the Russell party
found gold in Little Dry Creek. I
imagined making the trip to Colorado
in those days by horse or in a covered

WRITE A STORY!

LIMITED PRINTS!

I ask you to take a few moments and
write up a story about your youth in
Englewood. School memories, social
activities, and jobs you worked in
Englewood, whatever is of interest to
you that you would like to share.
Please send your document to
EnglewoodMemories@ecentral.com
I will compile them and send to Doug
Cohn at EHPS. Please send your stories
no later than December 31st.
		
~ By Doug Hubka

Would you like to own one of these
prints produced by the now defunct
Englewood Historical Society? The
central painting is of the Sante Fe Englewood Depot by local artist and
historian Carolyn Clayburg. We have
a limited number available for a $15
donation to EHPS. We also have some
that have been mounted on a sturdy
backboard for $45. Contact Doug
Cohn, 303-587-2407.
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I was an 8th grader at Flood Junior
High. The year was 1960. Mr. Carlson
was the Colorado history teacher. We
were studying Colorado histor, and I
saw a picture in the history book: the
face on the barroom floor in Central
City. I wanted to see that painting!
Mr. Carlson, can we do a field trip to
Central City? The answer was no, the
schools don’t do field trips outside the
Denver area. Can I ask the district if we
can do it? You can ask but the answer
will be no. I called the superintendent
and the answer was not exactly no, but
it was discouraged. What if I contact
the Central City High School and get
their permission? You can try. Can I
make a phone call from school? No,
we don’t allow students to make long
distance calls from school. I went
home and asked my parents if I could
make that call. The answer was no.
We don’t make frivolous long distance
calls. Write them a letter.
I did write that letter and waited
impatiently for a response. Central
City High did write back and said that
if we came up on a field trip they would
give us a tour of the city and lunch too.
I took the information to Mr. Carlson
and he agreed to work on getting us a
bus and permission to make the trip.
Mr. Carlson made it happen. We set
a date and actually did an out of town
field trip; one of the first allowed that

By Doug Cohn

wagon or walking as many did. It took
about a month to get to Colorado from
Kansas City in 1860. Every day you
needed to find water for you animals
and food for them and yourself. There
were not any trails to Denver at that
time. I imagined the people getting to
Central City and then looking at the tall
mountains trying to figure out where
the gold was. I imagined standing in
the cold water with a gold pan. What
an amazing group of adventurers.
I read every book I could find, and the
story got bigger and more interesting.
The mountain men, the Santa Fe Trail,
the Indians, the hardships, the dangers
and opportunities all fascinated me. I
am still in love with Colorado history
57 years later. Thank you, Mister
Carson, for opening that door for me!

UPDATE: THE GRIFFIN STATUE IN THE STAIRWAY

Photo by Doug Cohn

In the late 1930s, the Englewood
Volunteer Fire Department had a
sophisticated telephone system for
notifying volunteers of fires and
first aid calls. Volunteer fireman
Glenn Waddell, who worked for the
phone company, and others created
a switchboard that could call all the
phones of one of the three response
groups at one time!! On the receiving
end, our phone would ring in one
continuous ring until someone
answered or the call was over; there
was a separate ring pattern for first
aid calls. Meanwhile down at the
firehouse, every volunteer’s phone
that was answered caused a numbered
light to appear on the console showing
the potential number of firemen who
could respond. As kids, we never
picked up the phone if Dad (#21) was
home and able to respond.
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By Leo Wertin

Also, a retired police officer told of
one day just after a new radio system
had been installed in the Police
building that did not work, the red
light in the Griffins mouth lit up again
to notify officers to call in on a phone
for instructions.

DUES Are Due!
Please RENEW your
membership in our society!
Visit our website at
www.historicenglewood.gov
We thank you for your
contribution.

